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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bauer et al. (US 6,672,745) in view of Schofield et al. (US 6,222,447). 

Regarding claim 1 : Bauer et al. discloses a rear view monitoring system for a 
motor vehicle having a longitudinal center axis and passenger compartment 
symmetrically centered upon said axis and bounded by front and rear, left side and right 
side portions of the vehicle, a front windshield, a roof, and upwardly directed roof- 
supporting pillars (606, 608) (Fig. 16), said monitoring system comprising: a) first and 
second rear view side video assemblies (26b, 26c) installable on opposite sides of the 
front portion of said vehicle and positioned and configured to produce images of 
rearward areas contiguous to the left and right sides of the vehicle, respectively, b) a 
third video assembly (26a) installable upon the rear of said vehicle and configured to 
produce a image of an area behind said vehicle, and c) first, second and third monitor 
screens 32I, 32c, 32r) of substantially rectangular contour located within said 
compartment and separately interactive with said first, second and third video 
assemblies (26a-c), respectively, to provide visually observable pictures corresponding 
to said images, said first and second screens being positioned adjacent pillars on the 
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same side of the compartment as the associated video assemblies, and said third 
screen being centered high upon said front windshield (Figs. 1, 16; col. 4, lines 18-41; 
col. 10, lines 1-52; col. 14, lines 57-67; col. 15, lines 1-44). Bauer et al. does not 
disclose the producing of a mirror image. Schofield et al. disclose a rearview vision 
system includes image capture devices (14, 16) and reverse the image, which provides 
the mirror image (col. 7, lines 28-55). At the time of the invention, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the mirror image effect to provide the 
driver a true side of the captured images. 

Regarding claim 2: Schofield et al. disclose a rearview vision system includes 
image capture devices (14, 16) and reverse the image, which provides the mirror image 
(col. 7, lines 28-55). 

Regarding claims 3-4: Schofield et al. disclose the reverse image technique 
includes the conventional techniques (col. 5, lines 50-60); thus, any other conventional 
technique is merely a matter of design choice. 

Regarding claim 5: Schofield et al. discloses the pictures on the monitor screens 
are of substantially equal magnification (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 6: Schofield et al. discloses the pictures on the first and second 
screens partially and adjustably overlap the picture on the third screen (Fig. 3; col. 5, 
line 50-col. 6, line 14). 

Regarding claim 7: Schofield et al. disclose the overlapping of the pictures (col. 
5, line 50-col. 6, line 14). Schofield et al. does not disclose the overlapping between 5 
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and 20%; however, it is merely a matter of design choice to specify a certain 
overlapping percentage. 

Regarding claim 8: Neither Bauer et al. nor Schofield et al. disclose the 
adjustable zoom construction of the camera; however, it is obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art that the zoom feature is known and used in the art of camera technology. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10: Bauer et al. discloses the front portion of said 
vehicle terminates forwardly in a front bumper, and further comprises oppositely paired 
fenders (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 11: Schofield et al. discloses the locations of said first and 
second video assemblies are selected such that the requisite viewing angles to properly 
cover areas contiguous to the sides of the vehicle match the viewing angle of said third 
video assembly, thereby causing said screens to show pictures of equal magnification 
(col. 4, line 59-col. 5, line 4). 

Regarding claim 12: Neither Bauer et al. nor Schofield et al. disclose the video 
assemblies located at sites between 65% and 80%; thus, it is merely a matter of design 
choice to locate the video assemblies at a certain percentage of the distance from the 
windshield to the bumper for capturing the required images. 

Regarding claim 13: Schofield et al. disclose the reverse image technique 
includes the conventional techniques (col. 5, lines 50-60); thus, any other conventional 
technique is merely a matter of design choice. 
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Regarding claim 14: Schofield et al. discloses the different view angles (col. 
4,line 59-col. 5,line 4); thus, it is merely a matter of design choice to specify other range 
of angles. 

Regarding claim 15: Bauer et al. discloses the image device is incorporated in 
the lamp assemblies of the vehicle (Fig. 4); therefore, it merely protrudes any more than 
two inches from the vehicle. 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The prior art of Bauer et al. (US 6,509,832), Schofield et al. (US 
5,949,331), and Schofield et al. (US 6,891,563) are cited to show a variety of vehicle 
front and rear vision systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan N. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2967. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

January 5, 2006 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 




